
7th October 2022                    FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER 

Black  

Torrington 
Church of England  

Primary School 
 
Love ... always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
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1 Corinthians 13:7 
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The last two weeks have flown by, with the 

children getting stuck into the Autumn’s    

learning. They have been particularly excited 

by their English work, where they have chosen 

a historical figure to research and write about. 

I have learned all sorts of things about Mary 

Anning that I didn’t know from the children! 

I am very aware that in the current economic      

climate things might be become tricky for 

some families. Help is out there, starting with 

checking whether you are eligible for financial 

support      including free school meals here: 

Check benefits and financial support you can 

get - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  I have put a      

document with lots of other  places where sup-

port can be found on the website under 

‘parents– forms and  documents’. 

 

We are delighted to share the exciting news 

that  Becky Drew-Hill is expecting a baby in 

February. She plans to continue working until 

the start of January  before starting her       

maternity leave. We are in the process of     

recruiting the right teacher to cover her      

maternity leave. Because we work closely    

together as a school, Miss Wenmouth, Miss 

Presswell, Mrs Allin and myself will be able to 

provide continuity for the children as we    

welcome a new member to our little team.  

Some of you may already know that Terri 

Tucker-Grant is also expecting, so there is 

twice as much baby joy and excitement at 

Bradford and Black Torrington at the moment! 

. 

https://www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support
https://www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support


 

 

 

 

 

 

Church News 

Rev. Stephen visited this week and continued to help us to 

consider ‘Thankfulness’ which is our theme for collective 

worship this half term. He asked us to think about those 

who help us without us always noticing and be thankful. I 

hope this means we are remembering to be thankful to our 

hard working parents and families who do many things for 

us every day! We are looking forward to our traditional Har-

vest Festival in the church, on Thursday 20th October at 

2.30pm. All will be welcome and the children would 

like to collect non-perishable food items for Northern 

Devon Foodbank. 

Arc Toddler Group 

9.45-11.45 Friday Mornings in term 

time 
Our community toddler group is flourishing! It is a friendly, relaxed group which 

meets in the school hall, where we have a craft activity and a messy activity alongside 
lots of toys and room for babies to kick or crawl. After a cup of tea for the grown ups 
and a snack for the toddlers we usually head outside into the playground for some 
active play. We welcome all families with or without a connection to the school so if 
you know anyone who you think would enjoy our group please let them know about 

us. 
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Star  

Learners                                   

Star Learner 

Reggie 
For persevering 

and showing  
determination in  

Bikeability 

Class News 

The last two weeks have been jam packed with exciting 
learning here at Black Torrington. The children have         
finished their place value unit in maths and we are getting 
ready to move on to addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division. 

We have come to the end of our non-fiction writing around 
the ‘Fantastically Great Women Who Changed the World’ 
text. The children have produced some fantastic final    
pieces of work and have all worked hard to include       
beautiful illustrations and interesting facts about their   
chosen woman. 

In science we have been continuing our work around      
mixing and making and have carried out some exciting           
experiments! We have been transported back to              
prehistoric Britain in history and are all really interested in 
finding out more about the Stone Age. We will continue 
this    learning through our next English text The Stone Age 
Boy…… 

We hope you all have a wonderful weekend. 

Mrs Drew-Hill, Miss Wenmouth, Miss Presswell and Mrs 



Diary Dates 
10th October -  KS2 Girls Football Tournament at HCC 

10th October - French trip meeting Y6 parents 3pm  

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE AND TIME 

18th October - Flu Nasal Spray Vaccinations 

19th October - Phizzy Lab at Okehampton Primary 

20th October - Harvest Festival at St Mary’s Church 2.30pm 

24th-28th October- Half Term Break 

1st November - Tempest Photographs for Individuals/

Families 2pm 

2nd November - Exeter Mosque and Cathedral Trip whole 

school 

7th November - KS1 Multi Skills at HCC 

17th November - Kents Cavern Trip whole school 

21st November - KS2 Tag Rugby Festival at HCC 

23rd November - Parent Teacher Conferences 

25th November - Glow in the Dark Dodgeball After School 

Club at Bradford 3.30pm 

Behaviour for Learning 

This week’s focus has been on ‘Best Black Torrington Manners’. The children 

had lots of great ideas about how we can show these, from saying please and 

thank you, to holding doors and greeting people and being kind to everyone. 

Attendance 

We follow Trust policy which is aligned with Government guidance for 

attendance. This means that we monitor each child’s absences very 

closely and try to make sure we have lots of supportive conversations with parents 

where attendance is concerned. Please talk to us if your child needs to miss school 

for any reason and be understanding if we have to send a statutory absence letter   

according to policy. 

 Dojos 

426 

 
98.4% 
So far this year 


